
ARTICLE  I, SECTION 8 
 

                                       
                                           CONGRESS 
                                   HAS THE POWER TO: 
 

1. Tax – uniformally 
2. Borrow, and pay debts 
3. Provide for Defense/General Well-Being: 

4. Regulate foreign commerce,  
 and commerce between states 

5. Establish citizenship rules 
6. Establish bankruptcy laws 
7. Coin & regulate money values 
8. Standardize weights & measures 
9. Punish counterfeiting 
10. Establish a postal system 
11. Pass copyright & patent laws 
12. Establish federal tribunal courts 
13. Punish crimes on the high seas 
14. Declare war 
15. Raise & finance armed forces 
16. Establish rules for the armed forces 
17. Call up state militias 
18. Administer the seat of government 
19. Administer federal lands 
20. Pass laws to implement the above. 

 
 
 

 
FOUR WORDS TO DEFINE: 

 

1.  Marque and Reprisal:  Official permission to be a pirate to enemy ships 

 

2.  Writ of Habeas Corpus:  A guarantee to be able to come out of jail and be heard 
 
3.  Ex Post-Facto Law:  A retro-active law—forbidden 
 

4.  Bill of Attainder:  A devout rich man is condemned & his family ‘s goods are 
confiscated, on the King’s whim 

 


